Vicar's Annual report 2006

Firstly, my thanks once again to Kate, Alicia, Flora and Cecily for their gracious support and encouragement over the year. Without their patience and sacrifice, it would not be possible to minister as I do. As Kate continues in part-time education and the children grow our family is always adapting to new needs and routines, stresses and strains, while working out how this fits around our individual and family ministries.  Please continue to remember us in your prayers.

I hope we are beginning to feel the rhythm of sharing a Vicar, and knowing the a pattern as I attempt to be as ‘visible’ as possible. Because I’m not at church every week, the effect of any absence for one (sometimes two Sundays) is exaggerated and gives the effect of my being away for longer than is actually the case.

My thanks, once again, to Sys Sutton and Peter Williamson for their work as Churchwardens. Both of them carry out a huge amount of work, most of which is unseen by the community at large.  Syd and Peter speak for themselves in their own report.

the case.

My thanks too to the retired clergy who assist with worship.

I want to see Christ Church play its part once again at the heart of Patricroft and one way of building our church is by improving links with the local community. We have very good resources in terms of hall and rooms which can be used. We continue to hire them to various groups which not only bring much valued income but also allow us to be a resource for the local community.  There is a hall-team which takes booking, prepares the building and collects the money; thank you all!

More changes are planned; we still hope to convert the inner porch door to a double door and the ramp from the Liverpool Road to improve access to the buildings for the disabled should be constructed any day now.

I sense a change in the way we are perceived by our local community. We are approached more and more for requests for services; having a minister who is known and very visible in the local community is probably a large part of this.

Our electoral roll is still lower than we’d all like and we have sadly lost a number of people who have died or moved away. Even so, the number now is higher than it should be after we had removed their names – so there has been some modest growth, and we should rejoice at that!  It’s a joy to see new faces appear and settle in our community. Last year we rejoiced with Denise Garner and Tom Glover at their confirmations in May, this year we look forward to the confirmation of Ernie Leach, Bisola, Rotami and Tobsy ?.

Finally my thanks to David Morgan for his conscientious book-keeping, 

Anne Breck who as our very able Parish Administrator frees my time to minister in the parish and also ensures that Christ Church is able to do more things for itself.  Also to Ernie Wood who has taken on the responsibilities of a caretaker in maintaining the buildings and grounds and to whom we are all very grateful.
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Worship. 

In September we took part in the diocesan initiative ‘Back to church Sunday’.  We hosted the Team services for Advent Sunday. Our Christmas services were quite well supported. We held our own carol service and hosted a huge number of people at the Christingle service.

We baptise a number of children. My prayer is that we will see some of those families worship with us in time; we certainly challenge their misconception of church as old-fashioned, irrelevant and unfriendly. In 2005 we had a wedding and two services of prayer and dedication. I have received enquiries from people who want a service of prayer and dedication.

Community

I continue to be involved with both Lewis Street and Christ Church Schools in classroom visits and regular assemblies. The schools also come into church for an increasing number of school services, such as Easter, Christmas and end of year. This not only gives them more space but also helps to reinforce the idea that this is their church. Also, quite a few people ask about baptisms this way, and recently, for weddings and services of prayer and dedication.
Team ministry

With the arrival of Rev Andrew Young as Team Vicar with responsibility for St Paul’s early last year, then Rev Ann-Louise Critchlow as Assistant Curate in training in September, we now have four stipendiary clergy in the team.  This is possibly the highest density of stipendiary clergy in the diocese.  

Being in a team is supportive of the clergy in terms of prayer, mutual support, information exchange and covering for absence. There are however signs that the congregations themselves are  adopting a ‘team’ approach. There is contact with the different branches of the M.U.; a number of the congregation take part in Sunday worship at more than one church; concerts and fairs are supported from across the team. 

There is an established pattern of shared worship; the institutions of both Team Vicars and the Annual Memorial Service were team services. The Sunday evening service is led by team clergy and readers. Marriage preparation is held on a team-wide basis.  

One great benefit of working in a team is the sharing of resources and expertise; this year’s Alpha course comprises one group for the team, with the costs shared between the churches.  Each church has expertise and gifts to offer each other.  The Retreat Day in Lent is enjoyed by many across the team.

For some time, there have been concerns as to how team decisions are made.  When the team was formulated it was given no place in which the churches could talk to each other. The only place for this was in the clergy chapter staff meetings.  As a result, the clergy have directed and formed the team with the result that PCCs have no opportunity to comment on or contribute to policy.  The clergy are now proposing a Team council.  This will have no power, but allows representatives from the PCCs to talk about team concerns and discover what is happening elsewhere in the team.  The Annual Meeting will be asked to approve the sending of one representative to Team Council alongside the Vicar and Treasurer for a termly meeting.  Please be patient and be prepared for a time of settling in and fine-tuning. It will take some months before it begins to have any effect.

Men’s breakfasts

The breakfast is held three times a year and apart from men from Churches in our Team Ministry, we welcome friends from the Roman Catholic and United Reformed Church.  A small number do not attend any church.

This is an opportunity to show interesting Christian activities and present the challenge of the Gospel in a ‘non-threatening’ environment.  The speakers were Rod Channing, Sales Manager, Yellow Pages; Canon Alan Cooper, Church Commissioner, who ‘saved our bacon’ by agreeing to speak at the last minute; and Sergeant Stuart Wrudd, Dog Handler, Greater Manchester Police Force.  We heard moving testimonies to the life changing Power of the Gospel for ordinary men and their families.

The number meeting is increasing very slowly and steadily.  We have outgrown the capacity at the White Horse and now meet at the Brown Cow (with plenty of room for expansion!).

Alpha 

Again, we have run Alpha on a team basis, with speakers and attendees drawn from across the team from all four churches, some already committed members, others very much on the fringe. The course has been very lively and provoked some good debate. Quite a few attended the Alpha away day.  Refreshingly, only one person has been on an Alpha before.
A new feature this year was making the Alpha the basis for our adult confirmation preparation, with those continuing to confirmation attending three follow-up sessions.
 

Again, we hope to see fruit of our labours, with new people moving into homegroups and possibly the first homegroup forming at St Mary's.
 

This has probably been the most productive and encouraging Alpha run in Eccles in some years.
Homegroup

We started the home group this year meeting at the Vicarage, 11 Abbey Grove on Tuesday evenings. We commenced with “ Full of Promise “ ( a résumé of the Old Testament ) followed by ‘ The Exile ’ (Nehemiah) and then “ Fame and Fortune ” (Ruth). Since Christmas we met at the home of Curate, Anne-Louise and started studying “ Bold I Approach ” ( the why and how of Prayer ) breaking off part way to study a Lenten course “ Where is God ”. The group numbered between eight and twelve people. We worked quite hard, found it very interesting, and enjoyed the fellowship.

Jean Barnes

Choir
The choir albeit small continues to enhance the worship at Christ Church. We continued to support the other choirs at the various special services held at other churches within the team, and we held combined carol services with St Andrew’s.

There were some modern hymns or choruses introduced at the family service especially the baptism. These may not be to everyone’s taste, but we must be a little progressive in the way we worship.

We hope to continue in the same way during 2006.

Derek Drummond

Women’s Fellowship report

The Women’s Fellowship met ten times in 2005 when we enjoyed a variety of activities. There were four craft sessions when we made banners for the church porch, Christmas decorations on CD’s and Christmas angels for the tree in church. 

We had speakers on a variety of subjects including Memories of Christ Church, Music origins of well known sayings and Egypt. 

There was a reminiscence session when members recalled their memories of World war two, some were amusing and some sad. There was also a very successful

 “ Yellow Day “ The proceeds of £80 were donated to St Ann’s Hospice.

This year we continued to collect 2p coins and were able to donate £40 to the Gideons.

The Women’s Fellowship meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 2p.m.

All ladies are made welcome. Do come along and enjoy an afternoon of fellowship and fun.

Pam Williamson

Coffee mornings & fairs

Several coffee mornings have been held throughout the year. The proceeds of the May event, as usual were donated to Christian Aid.

The Spring Fair in May was a huge success. 

In September – Back to Church Sunday weekend, we held Harvest supper in the hall on Friday evening. The Church was open to all on Saturday with floral displays, Guides held a workshop and Derek and others playing the organ. Also a steel band played outside and refreshments served inside – appreciated by everyone.

Early in December we held our Christmas meal in the hall with entertainment. Profit was donated to Gideon’s and C of E Children’s Society.

At the beginning of March Christ Church hosted the play “ The Letter “ on behalf of the Eccles Team – this event was organised by St Paul’s Monton, approx. 100 people attended. 

Many thanks to all who assisted in anyway at all these events and a special thanks to everyone who supports our efforts.

Eileen  Sutton

Warden’s Report

During the past year we have not undertaken any repair or decoration work. Attention is currently needed to guttering, downspouts, leak in heating system and to root alongside Nelson St, these will receive attention during the coming weeks.

The PCC drew up a “ Wish List “ of improvements -  repairs and decoration, but this has been put on hold as quinquennial inspection of Church building is due. An appointment with architect is currently awaited.

Amplification in Church has been improved by acquisition of radio microphones.

Gardening work has been undertaken by Ernie Wood who also replaced the two outside lights on approach to the hall.

A thank you to Ernie and to all who have undertaken sideperson duties during the year. 

Syd  Sutton

Peter  Williamson

Eccles Deanery Synod

In view of number on electoral roll we are restricted to 2 representatives who between us have been able to attend all meetings. During the past year a new Area Dean, Ted Crofton has been appointed and Deanery representatives have cast votes to elect lay members of the General Synod. Also, a Deanery Pastoral committee has been re-constituted with a representative from each parish to examine the consequences of reduction of paid clergy in the deanery.

Regular reports of proceedings at both General and Diocesan Synod have been given.

Syd  Sutton

Peter  Williamson

Churches Together in Eccles

3 meetings a year are held with delegates from churches of all denominations.

The annual united service was held at St Michael’s in January when Father Bruce Lamb was instituted as chairman. The other annual events, Good Friday walk, Walk of Witness, Carols at Eccles Cross were organised. Details of events at other churches are exchanged at the meetings.

During the current year the Good Friday walk will commence at Christ Church with a short devotion in church proceeding along Liverpool Rd. to St  Michael’s with short devotion of service there and at other churches on route,

The Walk of Witness will be on June 11th in Monton. Hopefully ending with open air service on Monton Green. The carol singing will also take place in December.

Currently we only have 1 delegate  attending meetings, ideally we should have at least 2 possibly 3 Anybody from the congregation can be involved and do not need to be PCC members - anyone interested?

Syd Sutton

1st  PATRICROFT CHRIST CHURCH GUIDES REPORT

We had a successful year, keeping our numbers at a steady 16-18 girls aged between 10-15.

This Easter two of our guides finish as they approach their 16th birthdays but I am glad to say they are not leaving but becoming young leaders with our unit. We will now have 2 leaders, 2 young leaders and a unit helper which bodes well for the future leadership of this unit.

We have been busy doing Go For Its in patrols including Football, Glamorama, Healthy Eating,

Chocolate ( sorry if it seems to be a contradiction ) Showtime and Flights of Fancy.

The girls have been on two sleepovers at Barrow Rectory home of our previous curate Jane and her man hating Labrador Gemma. These sleepovers have been useful especially with Jane’s enthusiasm, the first visit they did work achieving Science badges. This was a new topic just out and we managed not to blow  anyone up but ate a lot of homemade sweets!

The second sleepover was a couple of weeks ago, we ate well, healthily and organic working towards Healthy Living badges. Parents of the girls who attended now know what dirty wet and healthy means, as well as the Adventure trail was enjoyed by all especially Paul.

Eccles District has held discos throughout the year and a St George Activity day. We also joined in the Divisional Carol Service and had the opportunity to go Bell Boating with our Brownies.

The Guides helped at the summer and Christmas fairs and at Back to Church Weekend when some of us coloured a cellophane cross for the side window and the rest a Guiding Display.

I must finish by thanking the Guides, leaders, parents and friends who have been very supportive in the past year to myself whilst I was experiencing difficult times with my own parents. The girls did bring meaning of Guiding to our unit and to myself. We look forward to more challenges and fun in 2006.

Sandra  Morgan

Guide Captain ( Magpie )

READER’S REPORT 

It is pleasing to report that since the last annual general meeting that some new faces are appearing in our congregation, and I pray that this continues to improve our numbers, although the overall strength appears to be similar, for some alas have died.

We do need to bring the age down in our congregation, for as we continue to grow older then we shall be in trouble if we don’t.

I have helped the vicar week by week in the services of the Church, as well as other clergy, although like others I am getting no younger.

I have enjoyed all the team services which have been held throughout the year at the various churches, and also the weekly ones at Christ Church, although I would like to see more of our congregation attending them, for winter is not with us for 12 months, and the services are over by 8 p.m.

I am also a member of the bible group at the curate’s home and the vicarage, and as far as I know most people who are members appear to enjoy the sessions.

Finally, I would like to thank Christopher for his support in my role as his assistant.

Bill  Jones 

BINGO / 50 CLUB

Bingo continues to do well on Thursday evenings for some forty two weeks of the year to help church finances and to provide social recreation for those who attend, and we are pleased to report that we are able to raise £2100 last year for the church, a truly wonderful achievement.

We are also pleased to say that the 50 club, which also helps church finances, continues to do well and helped in no small measure towards the £2100 figure.

Though the majority of the bingo players don’t attend church, they have contributed extremely well towards the upkeep of the building, and could I suggest that this be acknowledged by the vicar in his monthly letter in the magazine for they do take a copy, and they do contribute towards the 50 club and fairs.

Bill Jones    
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TREASURER’S  REPORT

This is my second year as treasurer another year when we have paid our Parish Share and receipts are in excess of payments. We can by very proud of this achievement, a big thank you to the people of this congregation.

RECEIPTS:-

Giving has risen which is pleasing, I hope this can be maintained.

Income from special events is very encouraging with increases in both the Summer & Christmas fair takings, special thanks to the Social Committee and the Bingo 3 for their hard work.

Hire of the hall includes weeks of the Alexandra House rent. The Karate & Cheeky Monkey’s have also generated steady income.

The ground rent is for the 5 years since Jane left Waterslea which has been repaid by the Diocese.

The grant was from Salford Council negotiated by Chris for work to improve our disabled access.

The insurance claim was to replace the reinforced glass at the front of the church which had been smashed.

PAYMENTS:-

The heating & lighting costs increased by 25% because of extra use of the hall. The contract with British Gas is due for renewal in November this year & with energy costs rising we can expect more increases in the future.

The items of fixtures & fittings purchased included a new fridge, second hand piano & a second hand sound system which was fully funded from donations.

We pay the water rates to Christ Church School & this shows a reduction of £221 due to the water metre breaking down, this has now been replaced & we will have to pay a catch up payment to the school.

The current account balance is £3538 with £7354 on deposit with the C of E Deposit fund.

Thank you to all in the congregation for their help, to Syd for his assistance counting the takings on Sunday ( allowed to do this by Peter tidying up and keeping his eye on us ), not forgetting Derek for his diligence in collating the Gift Aid giving & making the income tax claims via the Diocese.

Dave  Morgan

Treasurer

Christ Church Patricroft

Financial statement for the year ended 31st December 2005

Receipts & payments account                     

	
	2005                                            2004

	                                                   Note

Receipts
	£                           
	£       
	£
	£

	Gift Aided giving
	5633
	
	3473
	

	Gift aided Donations
	 125
	
	      0
	

	Non Gift Aided Giving
	2163
	
	2315
	

	Collections and other giving
	1413
	
	1812
	

	Income tax recovered
	1357
	
	1269
	

	
	
	10691
	
	 8869

	
	
	
	
	

	Other voluntary incoming resources
	
	
	
	

	Donations
	  948
	
	3206
	

	Special events
	4055
	
	3674
	

	Income tax recovered
	      0
	
	  282
	

	
	
	5003
	
	7162

	
	
	
	
	

	Income from investments
	
	
	
	

	Bank interest
	300
	
	
	208

	
	
	
	
	

	Income from charitable and ancillary trading
	
	
	
	

	Closed magazine account
	     0
	
	 240
	

	Sales of magazines
	    81
	
	   81
	

	Hire of Church Hall
	4011
	
	5444
	

	Fees
	1676
	
	    48
	

	Sales of Crux
	    46
	
	    36
	

	Sales of Diaries
	    21
	
	    52
	

	
	
	5837
	
	5901

	
	
	
	
	

	Non Recurring Income
	
	
	
	

	5 Yrs Ground Rent Waterslea repaid
	   450
	
	
	

	Grants
	   480
	
	
	

	Insurance claims
	   290
	
	  1500 
	

	Total
	
	1220
	
	1500

	Total receipts 
	
	23051
	
	23640

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	

	Charitable donations
	104
	
	
	

	Diocesan Quota
	7869
	
	7508
	

	Church running expenses
	  565
	
	  432
	

	Clergy expenses
	1005
	
	1120
	

	Cost of services
	  499
	
	  861
	

	Printing the magazine
	   84
	
	    77
	

	Building insurance
	2175
	
	2089
	

	Heating and lighting
	2558
	
	2054
	

	Cleaning costs
	1456
	
	1456
	

	Repairs and maintenance
	1880
	
	2864
	

	Organist fees
	 500
	
	  500
	

	Diocesan loan payments
	     0
	
	       0
	

	Fixtures and fittings
	  900
	
	3286
	

	Water rates
	   99
	
	  320
	

	Total Payments
	
	19694
	
	22563

	
	                     
	
	
	

	Excess of payments over receipts
	
	3357
	
	1077

	Bank current and Deposit accounts 
	
	
	
	

	at 1st January 2005
	
	7525
	
	6448

	Bank account and Deposit account 
	
	
	
	

	at 31st December 2005
	
	10882
	
	7525


 Treasurer                            Auditor                              Clergy                                                        June 2006

            BINGO 50 CLUB ACCOUNT       YEAR ENDED 31/12/2005

	
	
	
	

	Income
	£
	Expenditure
	£

	Cash in hand 1/1/2005
	   10.12
	Prizes and refreshments
	1152.71

	Sale of Raffle Tickets
	  200.35
	Stationery (Raffle,Flyer,Bingo
	    82.64

	50 Club Receipts
	1582.50
	Record Books
	

	Sale of Bingo Tickets(Door )
	2340.52
	50 Club Prize Money
	   650.00

	
	      
	Jackpot prize Money
	       50.00

	Sale of Chocolates(at Spring Fayre)
	     9.25
	Purchase of Jackpot Prizes
	       18.98

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Profits Transferred to Fundraising
	2,119.56

	
	
	Account
	

	
	
	Cash in Hand at 31/12/2005
	      68.85

	
	4,142.74
	
	4,142.74

	FUNDRAISING BANK ACCOUNT

	INCOME
	
	EXPENDITURE
	

	Opening Balance 1/1/2005
	      30.71
	Donation to Patricroft Parish – General Account 
	  2103.08

	Interest received
	       8.74 
	
	

	Profits received Bingo/50 Club
	2,119.56
	Bank Balance 31/12/2005
	      55.21

	
	2,159.01
	
	 2,159.01
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